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Family Travel Backgrounder

Tenaya Lodge:  Base Camp for Family Fun
Yosemite National Park is an American icon, brimming with panoramic vistas, adventures and memories to last a lifetime.  For many, the first trip to Yosemite is a Western rite of passage, and Tenaya Lodge is an ideal place to stay for that first visit (and each one thereafter).  

Tenaya Lodge assures that young guests don’t feel overwhelmed by Yosemite’s big rocks, waterfalls and vertigo-inducing views.  Special attention begins with their own check-in station at the front desk, where kids can sign in with their favorite-colored crayon and pick up a fun-filled activity packet.   

Kids love the Tenaya Adventure Club program, a supervised indoor and outdoor activity program for guests 5 to 12 years old.  The Adventure Club conducts nature hikes, arts and crafts (with an emphasis on traditional Native American themes, including archery and teepee building), games, movies, music, storytelling and more.  The Tenaya Adventure Club

is available seven days a week from Memorial Day through Labor Day, then on Fridays and Saturdays throughout the year, with an expanded schedule during the holidays.  

The historic Sugar Pine Railroad is another family favorite.  Offering a variety of narrated rail excursions into the Sierra National Forest, this converted logger is a great way to soak up some local color as it winds and whistles its way through the woods.
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Summertime at Tenaya means it’s time for Summerdale. Visualize a journey back in time to a bygone era before modern day technology replaced the simple pleasures of sitting by a open campfire under a star-filled summer evening sky, enjoying a cold brew, and feasting on a hearty meal prepared over an open fire. Summerdale is a special event area designed to celebrate the history of the century old town of Fish Camp.  Complete with rustic cabin and deck in an open wilderness setting, this outdoor banquet site features an open fire pit, picnic tables and a small amphitheatre. Tenaya Lodge guests will enjoy live entertainment while a bountiful feast is prepared and served.

Tenaya’s indoor and outdoor pools and whirlpool spas are often the first stop for families after checking in.  Tenaya Lodge also offers a Playground Area just for kids, located close to the hotel with a sand box, swings, slides and monkey bars.  During winter, Tenaya’s Snow Play areas are filled with snowmen, snowballs, sledding and innertubing, and more.  

Of course, the many wonders of Yosemite National Park will provide young guests with a lifetime of memories.  Kids like the gentle hike to the giant sequoia trees in the Mariposa Grove and the Yosemite Falls trailhead.  Yosemite’s high country is a great day trip destination once Tioga Pass reopens, usually by mid-June.  There, families can head to Tuolumne Meadows, Tenaya Lake for a swim, Lambert Dome for an introduction to rock climbing, and more opportunities for high country recreation.    
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